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RISWOLD, DYKSTRA, AYLWARD ELECTED 

Decent weather welcomed association 
members to Pierre the weekend of January 
26 & 27, 2013.  Saturday's meetings set a 
new direction for Men's Slow Pitch, deter-
mined sites for all 2013 State tournaments 
while renewing camaraderie.  In addition 
Butterfield Trophies of Mitchell displayed 
their latest wares with some very original 
items.  Rosemary Maher manned the infor-
mation desk,  providing data and materials 
to members.  In the course of same she re-
aligned the multitude of rule books, umpire 
manuals and score books for our redistribu-
tion sites in eastern South Dakota.  A dis-
qualification hearing emanating from a 
2012 National Tournament was also con-
ducted. 

     Sunday the 27th earliest session had the 
umpires attending to business including 
return of 2012 umpire officers for another 
year covering rule changes and interpreta-
tions for the upcoming season.  Flyer for 
the April 19, 20 and 21 National Umpire 
School is included in this issue.  

     President Morell opened the Spring 
Council meeting conducting oral and re-
corded roll call.  Once prior meeting min-
utes accepted without change, Committee 
Chairs, Deputies, Assistant Deputy pro-
vided their reports which included tourna-
ment sites and dates.  All of which are to be 
found elsewhere in this issue.  

     Hall of Fame Chairman Mike Dykstra 
updated the body on the Hall of Fame 
structure, finances and of the October 12, 
2013 official dedication.  Dedication will 
coincide with the Associations 32nd annual 
Hall of Fame banquet.  While there will be 
more detail in later issues, banquet site is 
the Downtown Holiday Inn in Sioux Falls. 

     Gary Harrington provided insight to 
Men’s Slow Pitch reclassification concept 
which will necessitate review of entity 
teams statewide to help insure parity and 
propriety.  According to Deputy Harrington 

the entity will handle their various tourna-
ment entries on line using writeable forms 
and effecting payment through Pay Pal. 

     Recognition of Sioux Falls People For 
Youth for garnering another Jim Farrell 
top National Tournament award.  Rapid 
City and Sioux Falls were also recognized 
for earning certificates of excellence for 
directing highly rated Nationals. 

     Adding to the noted highlights, repre-
sentatives of our Junior Olympic program 
nearly blew us away with over $20,000 in 
donations.  After Sioux Falls People for 
Youth delivered their annual $2500 to the 
scholarship fund, JO Fast Pitch added 
$5,000 and JO Slow Pitch an additional 
$500.  South Dakota Junior Olympic Fast 
Pitch then delivered a $7000 check to State 
Commissioner for the purpose of offsetting 
the $1.00 background check fee being cov-
ered by the State Association and $5000 to 
the Hall of Fame to cover the 2013 annual 
loan repayment amount.  The aforemen-
tioned amounts have all been disbursed 
with $5000 still on hand to be used for 
upgrading of SDASA Systems...........a work 
in progress as this is written. 

    Needless to say, the donations made it 
easy for the Council to hold 2013 registra-
tion fees at 2012 levels even as we reduced 
the 2011 bank balance by roughly $15,000.  
A similar balance drop is anticipated for 
2013 following which, to keep pace, as 
much as a $3.00 increase might be forth-
coming.  Registration documents and fee 
schedules can be found @ www. sdasasoft-
ball.com under the boxes labeled Forms. 

    Before adjourning for the Association 
annual brunch, Paul Aylward of Huron was 
elected 2nd VP with Steve Riswold and 
Mike Dykstra moving through the chairs by 
acclimation of the voting delegates.  State 
Commissioner recognized and lauded out-
going President for his activities, dedica-
tion and efforts on behalf of SDASA. 
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New owner Deryk Thomsen of 
Sungold Sports & Trophies of 
Mitchell made the trip to Pierre 
to displayed championship 
awards that they produced. Also 
pictured are previous owners 
Sandy and Gary Butterfield. 
Partner and brother , Cody  
Thomsen, was unable to attend.  
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penalty.  Certain violations have a 
minimum penalty set by code while 
others by personal judgments.  The 
judgments are more often than not 
based on written complaints and 
personal testimony.  The above, 
coupled with a circumstance or two 
emanating from the ASA National 
Office has led some board members 
to question where the middle 
ground lies?  As the frequent mod-
erator, I do not always agree with 
decisions but have developed an  
understanding of their thinking.  At 
a recent hearing, the accused men-
tioned a circumstance not reported 
in the signed statements or verbal 
testimony against him and yet the 
unrefuted information caused the 
board to temper its penalty recom-
mendation.  Discussion with the 
ASA Executive Director on March 
13, found  us in agreement on the 
aforementioned in the realm of 
continuity.  

     Believing (I) we have been lax 
over the past few years will be dis-
cussing at the Fall Executive meet-
ing a number of procedural 
changes.  If a hearing comes to the 
State Board which meets twice a 
year:   

1. Witness statements will be 
sworn to as "true and correct with 
their personal information 
(address, zip, telephone) and signa-
ture in the presence of a Notary 
Public or member of the Court.   

2. In the absence of the men-
tioned statement, eye-witness testi-
mony, under oath will be taken.   

3.  Either of the noted presenta-
tions will be open to challenge by 
respondents.  Board members or 
Moderator.   

4. Possibility of a board made up 
of usual members (7-10)from the 
state who could sit on an original 
hearing and follow through the 
various part of the state at a differ-
ent time and location.   (continue P3) 

MUSCO LIGHTING 

Many issues, too little time and 
space.  Want to start out on a positive 
note while reminding of a great pro-
gram available to us.  Having previ-
ously preached on the Musco Light-
ings Program and benefits to ASA/
SDASA will not reiterate at this time.  
Having said that, making you aware 
of recently submitting two new pro-
gram, one of which the manufacturer 
aware and not available for rebate.  
Musco had already been contacted by 
Rapid City which intends to add two 
diamonds to their Fast Pitch complex 
this year.  What SDASA does have a 
shot at is a reported 5-complex by 
the City of Watertown.  Keeping in 
mind there are criteria requirements 
surrounding projects such as this, 
members should keep in mind there 
are no additional costs to the con-
structors and none to SDASA.  Due 
to this, if you hear of a diamond 
lighting project being considered 
anywhere in the state, inform this 
office immediately by calling 605-
642-3576 or emailing sdasa-
comm@yahoo.com  Last request on 
this subject concerns the City of Tea, 
SD which in 2009 purportedly in-
tended facility construction and the 
inclusion of lights.  If someone from 
that area could confirm the project 
and if Musco Lighting a provider, I 
will follow through with the Com-
pany on notification. 

WEBSITE RENOVATION 

Thanks to the cooperation of many 
and yeoman's efforts of Gary Young, 
believe our SDASA website renova-
tion progressing well.  Your Editor 
who still uses and has trouble with a 
Trac phone, is amazed with what is 
hoped to be accomplished.  While 
unable to use the technical language 
surrounding the efforts can advise 
the new layout more user friendly 
than in the past with subject matter 
grouped more appropriately.  One 
effort being made is to re-establish 
the calendar style tournament sector 

wherein readers can directly pull up 
their entity's tournaments by date.  In 
addition, we are working toward mo-
bile availability, a must for those with 
"smart phones."  Am hopeful things 
will be operational within 30 to 45 
days keeping in mind "tweaking" will 
probably be required for some time to 
come. 

     We are very fortunate to be work-
ing with Randee & Andy of Black 
Hills.com who are treating us more 
than fairly financially while ignoring 
our foibles.  If everything planned 
comes to pass, believe our readers will 
be well satisfied with the end product. 

DISQUALIFICATION HEARINGS 

Devoting a separate page to discipli-
nary and Disqualification notices due 
to problems encountered in conduct-
ing appeals and delays in resolution.  
Weather was the primary culprit in 
conducting hearings for a coach and 
three (3) JO players who allegedly 
displayed unsportsmanlike conduct in 
a JO State Tournament.  Those hear-
ings have been held and we await pos-
sible appeals. The other incident in-
volved adult players/team in a Na-
tional Tournament where one player 
has an appeal under consideration by 
the ASA Executive Director and the 
other has failed to comply with re-
quirements placed on him as of this 
writing.  If hearing outcomes un-
timely, appropriate authorities will be 
notified promptly and prior to season 
onsets if available.  Publication will 
follow in the next issue of SDASA 
Softball News as data available.   

     Directly associated with the pre-
ceding section are reports of dissatis-
faction by some with the out comes of 
recent disqualification hearings.  Con-
ducting most of them, believe it ap-
propriate to respond and offer recom-
mendations.  Policy evolved over the 
years to have hearing board members 
from entities not involved with the 
infractions.  These members are 
charged with determining guilt or in-
nocence of respondents and setting 
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COMMISSIONER'S  COMMENTS 
CONTINUED 

     The local entity can conduct its hearing based on a 
formula provided the board.   Following a "fair hearing" 
render its judgment.  The recorded event will be made 
available to the respondent (for a fee) with copy to State 
office to whom accused has recourse either at the Spring 
or Fall Meetings.  Respondents last resort will be the Na-
tional Office whose decision will be final. 

NATIONAL UMPIRE SCHOOL  

     Umpires are invited to hone their skills at the SDASA 
Umpire sponsored National Schools being held in Sioux 
Falls over the April 19, 20, & 21st. dates. Per the enclosed 
flyer, clinicians are some of ASA's finest. Keep in mind 
also that Officials for SDASA State tournaments musat-
tendschool every four (4) years and a newly minted re-
quirement is three (3) years for Nationals. See you! 

INDIVIDUAL VS. TEAM REGISTRATION 

A separate page, compiled by Gary Young covering Indi-
vidual Registrations for adults and youth is included in 
this issue.  An early skeptic, your Editor now a strong 
advocate of this program; one who will personally do 
whatever it takes to get your player/team enrolled.  We 
have a 14.0 disc available for leagues and this office will 
accept E or snail mail for a team or teams.  Required in-
formation for submission in one of these formats can be 
found in the January 2013 issue of SDASA Softball News 
on Page 2 under Registration Disc Available heading. 
 
     Currently awaiting Insuror's advices on claim pay-
ments for SDASA Players, coaches and umpires for the 
2012 season.  Preliminary reports which cover about 
1/3rd of those submitted, reflect $10,442.87 in payments 
and reflect only those concluded.  Upon receipt of the 
final tally, it will be reported and as in the past, probably 
be substantial.  As previously mentioned, we see more 
folks with less insurance and those carrying, with higher 
deductibles.  Conditions being what they are and the un-
certainties surrounding health care it seems a small price 
to pay for some assurances. 
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NATIONAL UMPIRE SCHOOL  

SIOUX FALLS, SD 

April 19, 20, & 21st, 2013 

 

Members of the groups who graciously donated funds 
to the Hall of Fame, Scholarships, to upgrading SD ASA 
systems, and Individual Registration Fee Supplement. 
SD ASA thanks you and your groups.! 

ACE Certification and Background Checks 

Reminder to all youth teams that are planning on playing in 
Championship Play. ASA requires that all teams have at least 
one coach/bench personnel be ACE Certified. 

We have a link on the webpage that will take you directly to 
the ACE Certification page. You will have to register, give a 
credit card for the amount depending if you are first year ACE 
or returning. They will run a background check, usually takes 
about a week. Then return to the site and take the test. Usu-
ally takes an hour or less. 

Also remember that SD ASA requires that all in dugout per-
sonnel be back ground checked. You can find the required 
form on the SD ASA web page under Forms/Background 
Check Consent. You may keyboard the info, print,  and send 
form with payment of $7.oo to the state office.  

Photocopy of drivers license is not necessary but drivers li-
cense # is mandatory. If not available, next options is state 
issued ID. Social Security # is last option.  

Plan to attend  

 

October 12th , 2013 

Downtown Holiday Inn 
Sioux Falls, SD 



2013  DISQUALIFICATION AND 
DISCIPLINARY NOTICES 

  Will not mention those referred 
to under Commissioners Com-
ments at this time as their status is 
under appeal or pending.  The 
number in question are six (6) 
with four from East River and two 
(2) from West River.  Basic com-
plaints against all were for 
"Unsportsmanlike conduct" dur-
ing State/National Tournament 
play.  As stated previously when 
the above finally resolved, disposi-
tions will appear in a future issue. 

     Other than tournament play, 
we have an unresolved situation 
out of Rapid City which results in 
a tournament host, player, coach 
not to be in good standing with 
this association.  Ms Brandyn 
Crawford of Rapid City has failed 
to comply with the requirements 
placed upon her as a result of a 
2012 incident.  Until the final item 
provided, Ms Crawford will be 
ineligible to actively participate in 
any ASA/SDASA programs. 

     From previous hearings, we 
have a number of association 
members who remain on proba-
tion which will be listed hereon.  It 
goes without saying that any of 
them who violate during the noted 
time frames will find future judg-
ments more severe. 

     Amy Williams of Madison is 
removed from 2012 restrictions 
and on probation during calendar 
years 2013, 2014 and 2015. 

     Don Hughes of Sioux Falls is 
relieved from specific 2012 restric-
tions and on probation during cal-
endar years 2013, 2014 and 2015. 

     Colleen Hughes of Sioux Falls is 
relieved of 2012 restrictions and 
placed on probation during calen-
dar years 2013, 2014 and 2015. 

     SDASA records indicate that 

Selwyn "Red" Jones of Rapid City 
is prohibited from league play in 
Rapid City during the first thirty 
(30) days of the 2013 season fol-
lowed by two (2) years probation.  
Commissioners interpretation is 
that probation ends two years fol-
lowing return to active status. 

     Darwin Fischback of Water-
town remains on probation dur-
ing the 2013 and 2014 calendar 
years. 

     Megan Fischback of Watertown 
remains on probation during the 
2013 and 2014 calendar years. 

     John German of Peever re-
mains on probation during the 
2013 calendar year. 

     Roger Determan of Sioux Falls 
remains on probation during cal-
endar years 2013, 2014 and 2015. 

     Dave Hoppe of Watertown re-
mains on probation during calen-
dar year 2013 and until June 30, 
2014. 

    Aaron Hoffman of Watertown 
remains on probation during cal-
endar year 2013 and until June 
30, 2014. 

     Those currently on "Indefinite 
Suspensions" due to legitimate 
indebtedness with last known lo-
cations are Scott A. Paine of 
Colton, Larry Koral of Huron 
along with Sioux Falls residents 
Tuppence Cruz and Joseph 
Panaia. 
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Sioux Falls People for Youth receiving the 
James Farrell Award for an excellent rat-
ing  for the 2012 USA/USA Girls Nation-
als held in Sioux Falls.  

SD ASA Umpire in Chief Steve Riswold 
presenting Chuck Buchheim of Chester 
with certification as an ASA Elite Umpire.  

(above) MSP Deputy Gary Harrington do-
nated to UIC Steve Riswold campaign 
fund buying “Vote for RIZ” t-shirts. Come 
to find out “Smile and Handshake Steve” 
is not 
running for anything. But Youth UIC Paul 
Aylward is. Paul has thrown his Umpire 
Hat into the Mayoral race in Huron, SD. 
Good Luck Paul! 

(left)  Watertown Area Women’s Deputy 
Cindy McMillan visiting with Rose Maher 
at the information table at the spring 
meeting in Pierre.  



Benefits of South Dakota ASA Individual Registration in 2013  

The South Dakota Amateur Softball Association, is a not for profit organization affiliated with ASA Soft-
ball as one of 73 local associations. SD ASA has offered softball membership services since 1936 and has 
offered amateur youth softball for over 40 years. As the National Governing Body for Softball in the 
United States we strive to develop, administer and promote the sport of softball to provide opportunities for 
participation and the best possible experience for those involved through teamwork, fair play, common 
good, promotion and education. South Dakota ASA offers an all inclusive registration that includes the 
player registration and insurance for the entire year when playing on an SD ASA registered team for any-
thing softball related (practices, league play, tournament play, camps, clinics, etc.) Over 5,000 players and 
coaches in the state of South Dakota (nearly 360,000 nationally) took advantage of this great membership 
benefit in 2012! No other organization offers an individual policy at one low rate that follows the player or 
coach no matter what age group they play in or where they play. Many other organizations sell team insur-
ance which is only good for one team that plays together and is over $110 for insurance alone! The ASA 
individual membership follows the player no matter what SDASA/ASA team they play on throughout the 
spring, summer or fall. This policy provides coverage in all association, including high school, (Jan. 1st - 
Dec, 31, 2013). It also covers youth boy’s baseball players that are sanctioned with SD ASA. Insurance 
coverage includes $2,000,000 per occurrence ($5 million aggregate limit) in liability insurance on a pri-
mary basis and $250,000 accident insurance on a secondary basis. Each individual will have a $250.00 de-
ductible (90/10 Coinsurance) in South Dakota. The fees to register individually are broken down in the ta-
ble below: 

 

 
 
• The best insurance policy in the youth sports market is Markel Insurance Co. through Bollinger Insur-
ance. It has a $2 million per occurrence limit of liability coverage and $250,000 Accident coverage per oc-
currence. Most other policies are only offered at $2 million and $100,000 per occurrence.  
• Officers of league softball boards whose teams are 100% ASA registered are automatically covered at no 
cost as Additional Insured’s as individuals in their capacity as officers of the league with $2 million per 
occurrence limit of Liability. This applies to their league softball boards and invitational tournament com-
mittees the local association may host. 
• Opportunity for training and coaching certification through the ASA National Online Coaching Certifica-
tion Program; ACE (Achieve, Certify, Educate) if they so choose. This is an excellent program to make 
sure your league coaches are certified and receive training and also includes a background check. ASA re-
quires one ACE coach per team in Championship Play 
• Mandatory Background checks for league coaches/bench personnel for just $7/coach. 
 

MEMBERSHIP $250 DEDUCTIBLE 
90/10  Coinsurance 

MUST REGISTER BY TEAM/LEAGUE 

Youth Players $7.00   
Coach/Bench Personal $7.00 If ACE Certified in 2013 

Coach/Bench Personal $14.00 Includes background check if not ACED 

ADULT TEAMS $500 DEDUCTIBLE 
90/10 Coinsurance 

MUST REGISTER BY TEAM 

Adult Players/Coaches $15.00   
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By registering your team using the individual registration method, you save as much as $83 or more. 
You have more benefits and flexibility with individual registration! 

2013 SDASA STATE, NATIONAL AND QUALIFYING 
TOURNAMENTS 

Men’s Slow Pitch 
 
Division B-C Open  August 3 & 4                  Pierre 

Division D                                     August 3 & 4                            Pierre 

Division Rec 1 East                   August 10 & 11                        Mitchell 

Division Rec 2 East                     August 10 & 11                        Mitchell 

Division Rec E East                      August 17 & 18                     Brookings 

Division Rec E West                     August 17 & 18                     Rapid City 

Division Rec 1 West                     August 17 & 18                     Rapid City 

Division Rec 2 West                     August 17 & 18                     Rapid City 

Junior Olympic - Slow Pitch 

Boys & Girls (all ages)            July 20 & 21                       Watertown 

Junior Olympic - Fast Pitch 

Divisions A & C (all ages)       July 12, 13 & 14                  Sioux Falls 

Division B (all ages)                July 19, 20 & 21                 Rapid City 

Big Ball 

14" 35&Over                    August 17 (North Complex)       Aberdeen 

16" A Division                  August 18 (North Complex)            Aberdeen 

14" A, B, C Divisions       August 24 & 25 (South Complex)   Aberdeen 

Coed 

Division B & C                      September 7 & 8                           Mitchell 

Women's Slow Pitch 

35&Over                                July 13                                               Pierre 

Division 5 & 6                       July 20 & 21                                      Pierre 

Division 1,2,3,4,5,6             July 27 & 28                                   Sioux Falls 

Men’s Fast Pitch 

Men’s Masters                            August 3 & 4                              Watertown 

Men’s Open & C                       August 10 & 11                          Sioux Falls 

Qualifiers 

Regional JO Girls Fast Pitch        June 14 thru 16                        Sioux Falls 
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King of the Hills MSP                 July 13 & 14           Rapid City, Sturgis, Spearfish 

National 

Women’s C & D                       August 29 to September 3              Watertown 

2013 ASA National Umpire School 
April 19-20-21, 2013 
Augustana College 

2505 S. Grange Avenue, Sioux Falls, SD  
REGISTRATION = $85 (Includes Polo Shirt with ASA School Design) 

Must be registered before April 9 to guarantee size in polo shirt 

Clinicians:  
LP Montgomery (Mississippi) ASA Southern Deputy Umpire Supervisor 

”Wild Bill” Silves (Seattle) ASA Northwest Region Umpire-in-Chief 
Steve Riswold (Sioux Falls) ASA Northern Region Umpire-in-Chief 

Housing:  
Ramkota Inn - $80 per night 

3200 W Maple St – Sioux Falls, SD 57107 - www.siouxfalls.ramkota.com 

Call 605-336-0650 to make your own reservation (Ask for ASA Umpire Rate)UNIFORM: 
 ASA Powder Blue Polo Shirt  ASA Jacket  Navy Blue or Gray Slacks  

 Fitted ASA Hat  White Undershirt  Black Socks and Shoes 

_______________________________________ 
Mail the below information and payment to: 

Jerry Micke Phone: 605-595-3678 
6725 W Snowberry Cir email: jmicke@spader.com 

Sioux Falls, SD 57106 CHECKS PAYABLE TO: SDASA Umpires 
Additional Questions: 

Paul Aylward  SDASA Umpire Association President  893 10th St SW  Huron, SD 57350 

email: pdaylward@yahoo.com         Phone 605-350-0408 

Name___________________________Phone________________ 

St. Address__________________________State______Zip______ 
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